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Principal’s Report 

 
At present, we are going through a period of 
great change in education. In large part, this 
has been generated by the Federal 
Government’s “education revolution” 
agenda, which has seen States and 
Territories and the Federal Government 
working together positively, something that 
has not always happened, to develop 

nation-wide policies and programs at all levels of the 
education system. 
 
The most visible manifestation of the education revolution is 
the building and refurbishment program currently underway in 
schools across Australia through the government’s economic 
stimulus initiative, Building the Education Revolution or BER. 
All schools throughout Australia, government and non-
government, have received BER funding, with the major 
allocation going to primary schools for capital works, such as 
classroom blocks and halls. High schools have smaller grants 
for refurbishment, and some of the most disadvantaged high 
schools have received additional funding for refurbishment of 
science laboratories. 
 
Like most high schools, Holroyd HS received a BER grant of 
$200,000, which we are using to refurbish our sporting 
facilities and outside areas. Work has already started and will 
be completed before the end of the year. 
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As I said to you last month, the Digital Education Revolution 
or DER is also well underway. This program was originally 
called Laptops for Learning, and is providing laptop 
computers for every year 9 student in Australia this year and 
for the next two years, and presumably thereafter. The 
laptops are being rolled out to schools over the next two 
months, and we anticipate ours will arrive in the last week of 
October.  
 
The laptops are coming with quite a lot of support, including 
the installation of fibre optic cable to enable wireless 
connection, and the appointment of a full-time Technical 
Support Officer (TSO) in each school. Our TSO, Chris Harris, 
started work with us in mid-August. Chris is helping the 
teachers get used to their laptops and preparing for the 
arrival of the student laptops. Chris comes to us from the IT 
industry. 
 
In Term 4, we will hold a parent meeting  to explain the way 
the laptops will be used for learning, and also to demonstrate 
the wonderful interactive whiteboards which have been 
installed this year. 
 
Another aspect of the new national agenda is the change that 
has taken place this year for university admission. We now 
have a single national university entrance index, the ATAR, 
or Australian Tertiary Admission Rank. I talked about the 
ATAR in the last edition of Spotlights. Students doing the 
HSC this year will receive an ATAR, not a UAI, if they have 
applied for university entrance. Of course, not all students 
wish to go to university, so students may choose not to have 
an ATAR. That said, thirty percent of students from Holroyd 
HS graduate each year to university study, so any change to 
the university admissions index is important to them and their 
families. You can find out more about the ATAR from the 
University Admissions Centre website, at www.uac.edu.au. 
 
There is a very important  change happening from 1st January 
2010, which will impact on almost every student currently in 
school, and that is the change to the school leaving age , 
legislated in May this year. Parents need to be aware of this 
important change, and what it will mean for their children. It is 
the first change to the school leaving age since 1943, when it 
became compulsory to attend school until the age of fifteen. 
 
This year all the States have moved to legislate to extend the 
school leaving age as part of the Council of Australian 
Government (COAG) National Partnership Agreement on 
Youth attainment and Transitions. Among other things, this 
agreement calls for increased participation of young people in 
education and training. The agreement covers young people 
aged 15 – 24. 
 
To ensure increased participation, there is now a mandatory 
requirement for all  young people to participate in schooling 
until the end of Year 10, and for young people who have 
completed Year 10, to participate full-time  in education, 
training or employment or a combination of these until they 
are seventeen  years of age. Obviously, students continuing 
on to the HSC will meet these requirements without any 
trouble; however, young people who would previously have 
left school at or before the end of Year 10 must now continue 
to participate full-time in their education until they reach 
seventeen. This includes students currently in Year 10. 

 
From January 1st next year, there will also be new 
participation requirements for young people aged 15 -20 who 
do not have a Year 12 qualification or its equivalent and who 
are in receipt of Youth Allowance  or are eligible for Family 
Tax Benefit Part A. Young people who do not meet the 
participation requirements will not be eligible for Youth 
Allowance. These changes will not affect the eligibility for 
Youth Allowance of young people who already have a Year 
12 qualification.  
 
One of the aims of the reforms is to lift the qualification level 
of young people. In the short-term, governments have set a 
target of 90% of young people achieving Year 12 completion 
or its equivalent by 2015, just six years from now. To give you 
an indication of the challenge involved in this reform, 71% of 
Holroyd HS students completed Year 12 in 2008, compared 
to 67.3% for the other high schools in the Granville area, and 
60.3% for NSW as a whole.  
 
We will be discussing the extension of the school leaving age 
and its implications for young people at our Parents and 
Citizens meeting on Monday 14 th September , and at a 
parent meeting later in the year. There is more information on 
the Department of Education’s website, www.det.nsw.edu.au. 
 
There are other changes in the government’s reform agenda, 
of course, but the ones I have discussed so far are the ones 
which have the most immediate and obvious impact on the 
students at Holroyd HS. A little at a time is the way to go, so 
that we have time to understand the whole without being 
overwhelmed. 
 
There are two important events for the school in September, 
which I want to share with you. The first will be happening on 
Friday 11th September here at school, and that is a Caravan, 
or consultation, around women’s and girls’ rights, as part of 
the United Nations Beijing + 15 processes. This will be the 
second time we have held a caravan at Holroyd. The first was 
five years ago, when we were part of Beijing + 10. 
 
Beijing + 15 is the fifteen year review of the Beijing Platform 
for Action, to which Australia is a signatory. In 1995, the 
United Nations held the fourth world conference on women’s 
rights in Beijing in China. At that conference, all the 
governments of the countries represented, most of the 
world’s nations, agreed to a platform for action (BPFA) to 
make women’s rights a reality in areas such as poverty, 
education, health, politics, government institutions, girls’ 
issues, the economy, violence, human rights, media, the 
environment and armed conflict. The UN has reviewed 
progress at five year intervals since 1995. 
 
There are caravans being held around Australia at the 
moment, mainly involving women’s groups, rather than girls. 
As for Beijing + 10, we are the only school to hold a caravan, 
and we are sharing the experience with our young friends 
from Abbotsleigh and Camden HS. The caravans are an 
opportunity for Australian women and girls to have a say on 
the issues that impact on their lives, and how things may be 
improved. 
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Their views will be collected and collated and analysed, and 
the analysis taken by the Australian Minister for Women, 
Tanya Plibersek, to the ESCAP meeting in Bangkok, and 
then to the Asia Pacific NGO Forum in Manila in the 
Philippines to become part of the Asia Pacific Political 
Declaration to the Commission on the Status of Women 54th 
meeting in New York in March next year. 
 
Taking part in our caravan will give our girls and the girls from 
Abbotsleigh and Camden HS a rare opportunity to have their 
thoughts and opinions heard at the highest levels 
internationally, and incorporated into government policy. It is 
the essence of democracy in action, and very exciting for 
everyone involved. 
 
You can find out more about Beijing + 15 by doing a Google 
search or online at 
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform or 
www.jerainternational.org. Jera International is the Australian 
human rights organisation contracted by the UN to conduct 
the Beijing + 15 consultations in Australia. We have also 
established a wiki for the caravan at 
www.holroydhswomenscaravan.wikispaces.com 
 
The other exciting event is Wot Opera, our very own 
contribution to high culture, and another extraordinary 
opportunity for the students at Holroyd HS. Twenty students 
from across the school have been working with artists from 
Opera Australia for the last four weeks to create their own 
opera from the beginning: story, plot, libretto, music and 
production.  
 
On Wednesday 23rd September at 7.30pm, they will join with 
similar groups of students from three other schools, 
Campbelltown Performing Arts HS, Thomas Reddall HS and 
Newington, in a grand performance of the four operas at the 
Riverside Theatres in Parramatta.  
 
I think this will certainly be a night to remember. Tickets are 
$10, with children under 10 free when accompanied buy an 
adult. You can get tickets directly from the Riverside Theatres 
on 8839 3399 or www.riversideparramatta.com.au or at 
school from A Block Office. NOT TO BE MISSED!!!THE 
EVENT OF THE YEAR!!! See you there. 
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Bruce was a science teacher at Holroyd High School from 
1975 until his retirement at the end of 2005.   Bruce had been 
unwell for some time, but had a liver transplant in 2008, 
which improved his health sufficiently for him to take on a 
new bush regeneration project. 
 
Unfortunately, he was not to see the outcomes of his project. 
Bruce died suddenly from a heart attack on 15th August, 
2009, just two days after his 63rd birthday.  Bruce will be 
remembered affectionately by the many hundreds of students 
he taught in his long career, and the people he inspired to 
care for the environment. Many of the trees growing in the 
grounds of the school were planted by Bruce, including the 
Cumberland Plain eucalypts, which now have a protection 
order as part of the heritage of the local area.  
 
Bruce introduced gardening as a sport at Holroyd HS, and 
contributed to the school’s environment plan. He was our own 
Mr Chips over the thirty years we taught at Holroyd HS. Our 
condolences to his family. 
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This month we will see the elections for the 
Student Representative Council and the 
2010 Captains and Vice Captains. Students 
should elect students who will represent 
their views and be active participants in the 
SRC. 
 
1. HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE, 

SCHOOL CERTIFICATE AND 
PRELIMINARY EXAMS 

 
The Higher School Certificate, Preliminary and School 
Certificate Exams are drawing near and students are 
reminded that any outstanding assessment tasks need to be  
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completed and submitted to their teacher on or before the 
due date. Students not meeting course outcomes may be 
jeopardising their Higher School, Preliminary or School 
Certificates. If you have any concerns regarding any 
assessments please speak to the relevant Classroom 
Teacher or Head Teacher of that faculty.  
 
We would like to wish all our Year 12 students the best in 
their HSC exams, and look forward to some great results! 
 
2. GOOD ATTENDANCE – THE KEY TO SUCCESSFUL 

LEARNERS 
 
Clearly, attendance at school every day (and in every lesson) 
will ensure that students can maximize their learning 
potential. 
 
For this reason, attendance at school, including lateness, 
fractional truancy and half-day leave requests will be treated 
very seriously this term and parents contacted as soon as 
possible if we have concerns. 
 
Parents are requested to provide their children with a note if 
they are absent from school. Parents should be aware that 
notes explaining absences must be received within seven 
days of return to school or the absence is permanently 
recorded as unexplained. Notes requesting early leave times 
should also include a contact phone number. 
 
Failure to provide notes for absences may result in senior 
students having a problem with Centrelink payments. The 
school is required to complete a return for Centrelink once a 
term outlining student absences, including unexplained 
absences. Lateness and fractional truancies are also counted 
towards this return. 
 
3. SUBJECT SELECTION PROCESSES 
 
This term, students in Years 8 and 10 have been completing 
their subject selection choices for Years 9 and 11 in 2010.  
Students in Year 10 have been individually counselled re 
their elective choices for Year 11 2010 to ensure that they 
match career choices and leave options available for future 
change. 
 Year 10 students are reminded that progression is not 
automatic and students need to be aware that attendance, 
punctuality, compliance with the school’s code of conduct and 
uniform requirements are taken into consideration. 
 
A  “ Work Ready HSC” which  concentrates on VET courses 
and preparation for the workforce or future study at TAFE is 
already in place at Holroyd High School. 
 
4.  ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 
 
A reminder that all electronic equipment,  including 
Discmans, walkmans, MP3  players and ipods or anything 
that plays music through earphones,  is banned  from 
Holroyd High School. There is no need for students to have 
these at school as they are interfering with learning and 
students are failing to respond to staff instructions in the 
playground and bus lines.  
 
 

 
Any students found with or using any of the above will have 
the item confiscated and sent to the Principal’s office. The 
item will be available for collection from the principal’s office 
at the end of the school day along with an after school 
detention for breaching the school’s discipline code.  
 
This policy is similar to that for mobile phones and students 
and parents are reminded that mobile phones are to be 
switched off during school time and must not be used for any 
other purpose. It would be appreciated if parents who need to 
contact their children urgently do so through the school office 
rather than attempting to ring their child on their mobile 
phone. 
 
5.  BUSES AND LATENESS TO SCHOOL  
 
The majority of our students catch buses and trains to school. 
A large number of these students arrive at school late in the 
morning and blame the transport system. Sometimes it is a 
legitimate excuse but on many occasions it is a case of 
students being slow to get on a bus. 
 
As soon as students arrive at the train station they are to line 
up for the buses and catch the first available bus to school. 
They are not to stand around talking to their friends and wait 
for the ‘last bus’, which invariably gets them to school late.  
 
Students will be held accountable for their lateness. Perhaps 
catching an earlier train or bus is the solution! The last 
school bus to leave Merrylands Station departs at 
8.22am. 
 
Students who are late more than three times will be given a 
Wednesday afternoon detention the following week for their 
chronic lateness. If your child is late with a legitimate reason, 
i.e., a doctor’s or dentist’s appointment it is expected that 
parents will provide a letter explaining the lateness in arriving 
at school. 
 
Niru Kumar 
Relieving Deputy Principal 
 

The Intensive English Centre has 
experienced a surge in enrolments and 
the number of students studying at the 
Centre has swelled to 219. This has 
allowed us to put on extra classes which 
are scheduled to start in week 7. Many of 
our new students are International 
Students who have come to Australia 
specifically to study English and have 

chosen Holroyd IEC as their preferred provider of English 
language lessons.   
 
There has been an increase in the number of students that 
have been put on detention over the past few weeks. This has 
been due largely to students coming to school out of uniform 
or coming late to school. Parents and students are reminded 
that the wearing of school uniform is compulsory and that 
students who come to school out of uniform, without an 
explanatory note from their parents, will be placed on an after-
school detention. Punctuality has also become an issue. 
Students who come late to school persistently (more than 3 
times) are also placed on an after-school detention. 
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Dari/Farsi speaking parents are reminded that there will be a 
meeting in Auburn on Wednesday, 16th September, at 10am. 
The purpose of these meetings is to improve communication 
between the school and the Dari/Farsi speaking community 
 
Every year, especially as we move into the summer months, 
we begin to see and hear reports of the tragic loss of lives 
through drowning. In a bid to better equip our students to 
enjoy the numerous aquatic activities available in Australia, 
without fear of drowning, the PE Department has organised a 
two week swim school. The cost of attending is far less than 
what you would expect to pay if you were to organise 
swimming lessons privately. The swim school starts on 
Monday, 21 st September  and I would urge all parents to 
encourage their children to enrol for this potentially lifesaving 
course. Unfortunately there are only a limited number of 
places available and students who wish to take advantage of 
this scheme are advised to respond quickly to avoid 
disappointment.  
 
The after-school tutoring classes have been in operation all 
term. Lessons are held at Auburn Public School and at 
Holroyd High School every day and students are invited to 
attend if they need help with their homework / assignments / 
projects or if they simply need a quiet place to do some extra 
work. 
 
I know that many of our Muslim students have been 
abstaining from food and drink from sunrise to sunset during 
the month of Ramadaan. I would like to wish you well for the 
remainder of the fasting period and for the Eid celebrations 
that follow. 
 
Seelan Nair 
Relieving Deputy Principal 
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CUTS AND CURLS 
�
On Wednesday 12th August, ten girls from Years 9, 10 and 11 
had the chance to visit Sydney Hair Design College, and 
experience a day studying hair design. Our students were 
given the chance to wash and style hair on model dummies 
and participate in a competition of ‘up-styling’. The teachers 
at the college were very impressed with the creative hair 
designs of our students and commended them on their hard 
work during the day. Hanady Al-Qayem, Agnes Dawo and 
Marjan Soltani were the winners of the competition and 
received gift vouchers that could be used at the college hair 
salon. Well done girls!! 

�

�

�
�

PIERRE DE COUBERTIN AWARD  
Dannielle Smith 

�
Dannielle Smith  is the 2009 recipient 
of the Pierre de Coubertin Award . 
 
The award, which is named after the 
founder of the modern Olympics, Baron 
Pierre de Coubertin.  The Pierre de 
Coubertin award celebrates the 
Olympic Spirit and is given to students 
who are active participants in sport, 
displaying the Olympic ideals of fair 
play and sportsmanship. 

 
Students have to play representative sport in at least one 
sport on the current Olympic program and two others. 
 
Dannielle has been age champion in school swimming, 
athletics and cross country 2005-2009 and has represented 
the school in the NSWCHS in these areas.  She has played 
netball 2005-2009 at grade, zone and knockout levels, and 
has taken part in school touch football and dance, and has 
mentored younger students in sport. 

�

Beijing +15 Women’s Caravan 
 
Holroyd High School is hosting a 
Women’s Beijing +15 Caravan, 
on Friday 11th September as part 
of an international consultation for 
the United Nations on the rights 
of women and girls. We will be 
the only school in Australia to 
hold a caravan!. Fifty young 
women from Holroyd High 
School, Abbotsleigh and Camden 
High School will take part in 

attending the day to participate in 
discussion and interaction around women’s rights.   
 

�
�
Six of our student will be assisting in hosting the event and 
leading the groups through discussion. These girls are 
Stacey Gavrilis, Rayan Tabbaa, Noora Tabbaa, Zahra 
Taher, Cate Dowcra and Jessica Grove. These six girls as 
well as Nila Naseema  and Sokaina Ahmadi,  have been 
chosen to give their views on women’s rights in Australia to 
the Daily Telegraph .  Their views will be published over the 
next twelve weeks in the Classmates section of the 
telegraph.  

 
Telling their stories to the reporters 
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MUMMY MANIA IN YEAR 7  
 

Year Seven have been studying Ancient Egypt in History 
class and as part of our study of Ancient Egyptians beliefs 
about the afterlife we looked at mummification. To do this, 
7H1 were divided into groups and we had to mummify a 
‘dead body’.  
First we prepared the death mask and all the amulets we 
would need when we wrapped the body.  Then we pretended 
to wash the body and remove all the organs. We even 
pretended to take the brain out through the nose! Once this 
was done we had to wrap the body on fine linen (toilet paper) 
and make sure we put the amulets in to help preserve the 
body with magic. 
When we had finished the wrapping, each group put the 
death mask on the body and then we held an opening of the 
mouth ceremony to allow the body to see, hear and eat 
again. Our ceremonies were so successful that four members 
of the class, who had been playing dead bodies, broke out of 
the mummy bandages and were ready to go to the next 
class. 
�

� �  �  

� �

�� � ��
�

�
We are studying Ancient Egypt in History.  As an activity we 
broke into four groups and we chose a person to be 
mummified.  I was chosen to be the mummy and I was 
wrapped in 1 ply toilet paper until I was totally covered.  We 
started with the feet and worked our way up.  Amulets for 
good luck in the afterlife were put into the wrapping and a 
heart scarab was also included to put in the heart. 
I was then given a mask to put on which signified the ‘death 
mask’ which had been decorated by our group.  
In the end my group tried to help me up from the tables and 
we had a race.  It was very difficult to move. 
When it was time to break free, I burst from my wrapping and 
rose from the dead. 
 
Jennifer McCartney – 71 

�

�
�

� ��

�

� ��
 

NAME CHANGE – SOCIAL SCIENCE NEWS 
 
There is an exciting change taking place at Holroyd High 
School the Social Science and History faculties are joining 
forces to become the HSIE Faculty and Mrs Lamont will 
become the Head Teacher of the HSIE faculty.   Teachers 
will still remain in their current staffrooms.  
 
This year has been a busy year in social science. Mrs Mc 
Intyre has been appointed as a social science teacher and 
we are thrilled that she has chosen to work in our school.  
 
Year 10 students have been busy completing fieldwork in the 
Toongabbie area and have also just completed the WESSTA 
Geography Skills Competition.  
 
Congratulations  to these students:  

Jessica Grove,  who achieved a Distinction in the 

competition.  

Mayada Allouche, Sohail Amiri, Cate Dowcra and Carlo s 
Hood, who achieved Credits.  
 
We wish good luck to all the HSC students in their final 
examinations. Remember your teachers are there to ask for 
assistance, Use the BOS website for online multiple choice 
and past papers and STUDY!! 
 
Mrs Lamont 
Head Teacher Social Science  
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PROGRAM WITH CAMDEN HIGH 
 
Thursday 20th August, 45 Camden High School students 
visited Holroyd as part of a cross-cultural exchange program 
that has been established between the two schools since 
2008. 
 
The aim of the project is to develop new friendships and 
understandings, as well as give students skills, knowledge 
and understanding of Australian cultural norms and diversity 
in the Australian community within social, study and work 
contexts. The program also aims to build student confidence 
to interact successfully in a work and social context. It 
provides opportunities for students to improve confidence and 
skills in oral and written English communication through 
casual conversation and activities accomplished together. 
And it is fun! 
 
During the project students have been given the opportunity 
to research a career of interest as well as socialise through 
sport and cooking sessions. During their most recent visit 
students participated in a choice of activities between sport, 
card and board games and cooking, in addition to 
participation in classes for new arrivals students. This 
provided the opportunity to work closely together as an 
avenue to foster better understanding and closer 
relationships between the students and schools. The final 
exchange is scheduled for Term 4, when students will 
perform a drama presentation and deliver their careers 
research findings. 
 

�

�

� � �
 

Concession Cards 

 

Students who have turned 16 are eligible to 
apply for a concession card.  Please go to A 
Block to fill out the appropriate documents. 
 

 

 
VET NEWS 

 
Congratulations’ to these students who received ParraSIP 
Awards on  1st September 2009. These awards recognise 
students who have demonstrated excellent employability 
skills in their VET courses and who had an outstanding work 
placement. The students and their parents were invited to 
attend a presentation evening at Parramatta Riverside 
Theatres. The Hon. Julie 
Owens M.P. was the guest 
speaker and you can see our 
students were able to get a 
photograph with her on the 
night.  
 
 
Construction:  
Mohammad Saad, Sita Kaba and Dawotai Dawo 
 

 
 
Information Technology: 
Alexander Nugara, Nor Ali Khademi and Ali Reza Noro uzi 
 

 
 
Retail: Hawa Abdul Ghani, Burcu Ozkasim 
 

 
 
Hussien Rahimi Taleb  was recognised as a 
year 10 student who had demonstrated 
excellent employability skills on work experience 
earlier this year.  
 
Mrs Lamont  
VET coordinator  
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WELCOME CHRIS HARRIS  
TECHNICAL SUPPORT OFFICER  

DIGITAL EDUCATION REVOLUTION  
LAPTOPS FOR LEARNING 

�
For the last 8 years, I have been working 
in the employment industry supporting, 
maintaining, and sticky taping back 
together the IT systems of a  large 
employment provider. A change in 
government and the unfortunate 
outcome of a business tender saw me 
achieve my redundancy, and granted me 
the opportunity to broaden my 

employment horizons. I was raised and educated in the 
Greystanes area, and when the opportunity arose to work in 
a local school, I jumped at the prospect. 
 
 

NATIONAL SCHOOL TREE DAY 
 
Friday, 31 July 2009 was National School Tree Day . This is 
a community initiative by Planet Ark. To encourage children 
to participate in 
National School 
Tree Day, Holroyd 
City Council 
supplied our 
school with 30 
tube stock trees 
and shrubs for 
planting at school. 
 
A week later, three IEC teachers, Mrs Smith, Ms Camps and 
Ms Naidoo, took classes outside to plant the trees and shrubs 
along the new fence on the northern end of our school. Ms 
Naidoo first demonstrated and explained to the students the 
whole process of planting a tree. The students then had to 
select a spot and plant “their” trees. This entailed clearing up 
and watering the hole, putting the plant in, sprinkling the 
fertilizer, covering the area with mulch and watering the plant.  
 
The students enjoyed this outdoor experience. They learnt 
how to plant a tree and the importance of growing more trees 
to help save our environment. 
 
The school would like to express our sincere thanks and 
appreciation to Holroyd City Council for providing the trees 
and shrubs and to Mr Terry Tisdale for allowing Phil to dig 50 
holes along the fence.        

         Ms L.Naidoo 
(Environment 

Committee)                                      
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INTRODUCING THE 2010 SCHOOL 
LEADER CANDIDATES 

 
The candidates will make their speeches on 

Monday  to the students and staff at assembly 
and the elections will take place during Year 

assemblies’ and the results will be announced 
on Friday 18th September. 

 
We wish you all the best of luck 

 

  
Saeid Ghalikar and Eleftheria Kambouraki 

 

  
Ali Reza Norouzi and Rayan Tabbaa 

 

   
Farid Ahmadi and Stacey Gavrilis 

 
 

�
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YEAR 7 GYMNASTICS PROGRAM 

 
All year 7 students are 
currently participating in a 
gymnastics program. The 
program is being run in 
the school gymnasium 
during year 7 sport time 
on Friday for a period of 
four weeks. Accredited 

gymnastics coaches bring a range of equipment to the school 
each week and run the students through a range of fun and 
challenging gymnastic activities. The students are all really 
enjoying the opportunity to learn new skills and are excited 
about the remaining lessons.   
�

  
 
Good luck to our Year 12 students who 
will be sitting for their HSC when we 

return next term. 
 
 
 

Exams commence on October 20 
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ATTENTION PARENTS 
 

Computer usage by your child 
It has become apparent from speaking with parents 
that many families allow their child unrestricted access 
to the computer, online games for extended periods of 
time, MSN and surfing the net.   
 
This results in over stimulation which can cause sleep 
problems and mood and behavioural changes at both 
home and school. 
 
Please be aware that overuse of the computer has 
many underlying effects on your child and this could 
possibly be altered by restricting the time that your 
child is allowed to surf the net. 
 
I am at the school on Monday and Friday between 
8.30am and 3pm.  Please feel free to contact me to 
discuss any issues that you may be concerned about 
regarding your childs’ welfare. 
 
Rob Browne 
School Counsellor 
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DETENTION NOTICE 

Parents will receive a SMS message on 
Monday for students required to attend 
detention on Wednesday.  Students are 
also given a notice advising them of their 
detention. 

 
BRING HOME A BROTHER OR A 
SISTER 
 
In January and February 2010, students, aged 15 – 18 years, 
from over 15 countries will be arriving in Australia to study at 
local schools for 5 or 10 months.  Opportunities exist to act as a 
host family in a volunteer/unpaid capacity.  Hosting can be on a 
temporary, short or long term basis.   
 
Host families help provide our students with the chance to study 
and experience life in Australia.  This is a great way to learn 
about another country and culture, establish a lifelong link to a 
family in another country and contribute to international goodwill.  
If your family can offer a friendly, supportive and caring home 
environment, contact us today.   
 
To learn more about this opportunity call Student Exchange 
Australia on 1300 135 331 
or visit our website: www.studentexchange.org.au 
� � � � � � �
 

UNI TREK 
Discover Engineering & IT 
Year 12 Information Night 

    
Date: 23rd September 2009 @5.30pm  

Faculty of Engineering & IT 
University of Sydney, Building J13 Location: PNR Theatre 

Please contact Trish Dimasi on 9351 2131 for further  
information or assistance. 

Phone: 02 9351 2131 
Fax: 02 93514654 

www.eng.usyd.edu.au 
�

�
Australian Citizenship 
Day on 17 th  September. 
 

Spring Equinox falls on 22 nd 
September 
It is Save the Koala Day 25 th  
September 
National Police Remembrance Day on 
29 th  September. 
 



  

Page  14 

Friday 11 th September  2009  Issue  6 – Term 3 – Week 7 
6 – Term 3 – Week 8  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 



  

Page  15 

Friday 11 th September  2009  Issue  6 – Term 3 – Week 7 
6 – Term 3 – Week 8  

 
 

 
 

 

�
�

�
 



  

Page  16 

Friday 11 th September  2009  Issue  6 – Term 3 – Week 7 
6 – Term 3 – Week 8  

CAREERS news 
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REMINDER TO YEAR 12 STUDENTS  
UAC APPLICATIONS   

CLOSE SEPTEMBER 30TH. 
TAFE APPLICATIONS   

CLOSE 31ST OCTOBER. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
ACU Strathfield Campus Open Day  

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Sep 12, 2009  
www.acu.edu.au 

 
 
 

 
Macquarie University Open Day  
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM  Sep 12, 2009  

 
http://www.mq.edu.au/futurestudents.html  

 
NEPEAN TAFE COLLEGE OPEN DAY  

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Sept 12, 2009  
12 - 44 O'Connell Street, Kingswood. 

Phone 9208 9241 or 9208 9318 to register or to make 
enquiries 

 
Billy Blue Open Day 

Courses in hospitality and tourism. 
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Sep 12, 2009  

North Sydney Campus 
171 Pacific Highway 
North Sydney NSW  

To reserve your place email info@billyblue.edu.au or 
call 1300 851 245 

http://www.billyblue.com.au/life-at-billy-blue/news/billy-
blue-open-day 

 
St Patrick's Business College - Open Day  

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Sept 13, 2009  
St Patrick's Business College is situated on the corner 

of Riley and Devonshire Streets, in Surry Hills. 
www.stpatsbuscol.com.au 

 
UTS:IT Undergraduate Courses and Scholarships 

Information Evening  
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Sep 15, 2009  

Where:  UTS Building 10, Level 2, Room 460, 235 
Jones St Ultimo - there will be a welcome desk in the 
Atrium of Building 10 to direct people to the room. 
RSVP: jennyd@it.uts.edu.au by close of business 
Friday 11 September 2009. 
http://it.uts.edu.au/ 

Ella Baché Open Day  
 

Saturday 19th September-10am 
 

Find out about all the information you need about 
studying beauty therapy and the broad range of career 

opportunities available.  
 

Level 2, 77 Berry Street, North Sydney.  
Open Day is FREE but registration is essential!  

So please contact on (02) 9432 5055 
www.ellabachecollege.edu.au 

 
Discover the Nurse in U@UTS  

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM Sept 17, 2009  
http://www.nmh.uts.edu.au/iscover/index.html 

 
JMC Academy's Open Day, Sydney  

Courses in music and production 
All Day Event  Sept 19, 2009 Two sessions are 

available 10:30am and 1:30pm. Registration required. 
www.jmcacademy.edu.au 
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Hotel School Sydney Open Day  
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM  Sep 19, 2009 

http://hotelschool.scu.edu.au  
 

Bedford College Open Day  
9:30 AM - 3:00 PM  Sep 19, 2009  

Bedford College Open Day is run for students 
interested in studying in the fields of Business, Child 

Care of Finance/Accounting.  
You can tour the college, come to an information 

seminar, find out about employment opportunities and 
pathways to university, speak to current and past 

students and speak to staff about your future and what 
you want to do. 

www.bedford.edu.au 
 
 

UNSW Aviation Open Days  
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM  Sep 19, 2009  

There will be two open days for prospective Flying 
applicants at our Flying Operations Unit at Bankstown. 

These will be held on 19th September and 28th 
November between 1000 – 1.00. A presentation will be 

given with a question and answer session on its 
conclusion. Guests will have an opportunity to meet our 

flight instructors and some of our current flying 
students. Our aircraft and simulator will be available for 

inspection as well. 
If you would like to find out more information about 

these Open Days please contact our staff at 
Bankstown Airport on (02) 9791 3047 or email 

unswavia@bigpond.net.au.  
 

The address for UNSW Aviation at Bankstown Airport 
is: 

UNSW Aviation 
Hangar 135 

Aviation Place 
Bankstown Airport 

NSW 2200 
http://www.aviation.unsw.edu.au/news/2009/OpenDay2

009.html 
 

For more information about these events contact Ms 
Apostolopoulos school careers adviser. 
 

 
 
Applications for 2010 admissions opened in  August. Go 
to www.uac.edu.au for information on available courses 
and how to apply. 
 
30 September   –  On-time applications close 
17 December   –  ATAR released by UAC 
20 January   - Main Round offers.  
  Change of preferences open for  
  Late Round. 
 
 
 

�

�
�

�
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Do you have what it takes to become 
Australia's next Olympic and World 

Champion Cyclist?  

The National Talent Identification and Development Program 
(NTID), along with Cycling Australia and the NSW Institute of 
Sport, is currently looking for talented sporting individuals 
who are up for a challenge and have the desire to represent 
Australia at future Olympic Games. The NTID program is 
launching a new TRACK SPRINT CYCLING  program in 
NSW with the program open to males aged 14 to 18 years 
and females aged from 15 to 25 years . 

This program will provide athletes with an enriching 
environment that will teach them the skills involved with 
TRACK SPRINT CYCLING  and prepare them for state, 
national and potentially international competition. 

www.ausport.gov.au/participating/got_talent/sports/cycling 

The NTID/NSW Track Sprint Cycling Program is looking for 
people with the following characteristics: 

�  background in explosive sports which require power 
and speed 

�  can attend at least two training sessions a week at 
the Dunc Gray Velodrome in Bass Hill, NSW 

�  can attend road rides and gym sessions outlined by 
the coach 

�  have the passion to be an elite track sprint cyclist 

�  have the dedication to join an elite development 
training squad 

�  have the desire to be an Australian Olympian 

 Successful athletes will have access to: 
�  superior coaching from a former Olympic Track 

Sprint Cyclist 

�  quality training facilities  

�  access to equipment  

�  sports science and research  

�  development activities and camps  

�  access to competitions 

No Cycling experience is necessary!! 

Registrations close on Friday 16 th October , 2009 with testing 
for selected applicants held at Dunc Gray Velodrome (Bass 
Hill) on Sunday 1 st November, 2009.  

Register your interest at 
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/got_talent/sports/cycling 
For further information on the program, please contact 
Tammie Ebert on (08) 8360 5810 or email 
tammie.ebert@ausport.gov.au or Joshua Sear on (08) 8360 
5812 or email Joshua.sear@ausport.gov.au  
 
 

 

 

 


